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Tourists 


= \)\ a SEEMS LIKE I’ve had a Flurry of VISI- 
| tors lately. Probably not like printers 


©, } in New York ov Florida get sometimes, 
see but mare than | expect in this yemoate 
\) 2] avea. | he Dick Flemings stopped in tor 
be Ys a whirlwind tous on their way back fram 
Vee, the yampa convention. Bob and Har- 
Wp viette Orbach stayed long enough to 
NCO get a good look at the shop and put 
’ 


hy v4) \ out a Flexible Leadstacker. Ward and 
ett Nau Marti Scharvi came by on their way 
north attey sitting out thase cold, hard Hlinois 
winters in Brownsville, Texas. Dave Churchman 
showed Up one day and brought me a small 
load of  6oodies. And | dot to do some visit- 
ING myselt. Dave Peat's immaculate shop In 
Indianapolis, Bob Halbert's unbelievable collec- 
tion in Tyleyv, the printing Kent family's “in- 
house shop In Austin were all scheduled in 
during conventions. On a tip to Houston, Robyn 
and | were able to visit Les and Elaine Boyer, 
and the latest of our visits wads to Ken Yost's 
shop in beautiful Carmel Valley. 


Ajay and printer's conventions are always fun 
and | was favtunate ta be able to attend three 
last year. But | must say that | preter visiting 
printers in their own shop. Nowhere else IS a 
printer more relaxed and comfortable than in 
his shop. There [ can feally get to know a printer. 
And | think | ean tell a lot about a printer Nst 
by looking at his ov her shop, but | won go 
into that at this time. 

All this vambling IS Going In the direction at 
thanking those of Yon whoa go out of the way to 
visit me and also to thank thase of Yon) who have 


allawed me into Your home and shop. 


An Apprentice 
At Sentine! Press 
Fox) OME TIME ago | voiced my Opinion 


concerning the need far SUIPVIVING 


leHerpress printers to keep our craft 
alive by taining other people. To 
this end, | have accepted an apprentice. Her 
Name is Barbi Bennet and SO fay, shes been 
a wonderful student. [| couldn't have asked for 
a better first student; she believes everything | 
say and is never demanding. Barbi IS a protes- 
sional calligrapher SO she already has developed 
a wonder! sense of design So all | have to do 
1S teach hey the technical side of leHerpress print- 
ING. Hopehully, ll be able to show YOu some of 
her calligYaphy In these pages sometime. 

Barbi has d studio downtown where she does 
her calligvaphy full-Hme. She has enough work 
to keep her busy and even has overtlaw which 
she has bo “farm out.” Obviously, she's also 
an asivte business person. [ had no idea there 
was this much calligraphy work in a city as 
small as Little Rack. 

Weleame Barbi. 


The Museum of Printing 
eK in Houston 


Pee 


& iim me URING A vecent visit to Houston, 
43 La Ss | Texas, Rabyn and | were chavf- 
“a oe | =< feured fram aur hotel to the 
ifs rN Museum of Printing History by 
= Hau p Les Boyer. Les had never visited 
the MUSEUM and we bath were surprised by the 
size of the exhibit and the amount of equipment. 
| thought some of my veaders might be inter- 
ested in knowing exactly what the museNnm has 
On display. 
‘Two waod-frame stone lithe presses 


Baby Reliance by Wm. A. Field. 
Mergenthaler's second band machine. 


Thorp proof press 

Caurkis & Mitchell Columbian No. 3 on cast ifon base 
Hopkins, Cope, & Findley Albion. 

Medel S Linotype 

Plickock pin ruling machine 

Large Columbian 

Ramage (ca. 1798) unforhunately burnt! 

Harrild Albion 

Golding (1879) 

Toy presses (4) 


Wesel Washington 

Etching press 

Vandereook No. 2 proof press 

Cranston cylinder press 

Harris offset press (1906) 
The MusSeNmM also has a large collection of exam- 
ples of early printing. Les and | poked our heads 
into a stovervoom and Saw even mare equipment 
awaiting vestoration and display. [f Yon ve in or 
near Flousten and like to look at old printing 
equipment, | Yecammend this MUSEUM. Located 
in the Graphic Avts Conference Center at 1324 
West Clay the MUSEUM hours ave 10 a.m. to 
Gap, Monday through Friday but they may 
also be open Sahirdays. There's No admission 
charge. If Yon world like mare information, their 
phone number 1S (713) 522-4604, 


Wy ay TO +f avel 


Pee Ais OME OF THIS copy is being written as 
ie SY I bounce around at 35,000 feet in a com- 

& > mercial airliner heading home. Commer- 

cial air travel is a lousy way to pnts a 


way ag strange Scatacls long boring waits on 
the ground and in the air, crowded conditions with ~ 
rude people, and tasteless food make air travel some- 
thing I do not look forward to experiencing. But worst 
of all is the noise. I believe this is what makes air 
travel so stressful for me. The cold echos of the din 
of people in the terminal, loud speakers, people run- 
ning, kids screaming, obnoxious piped-in music. Then 
when you’re in the aircraft it’s most of the same noises 
but packed into a metal tube plus the constant roar of 
the engines, and you’re talking about a real Excedrin 
headache for this old peace-loving country boy. On 
this latest trip I took along a pair of ear plugs which 
helped considerably. Try it next time you fly. 

Before you railroad bujfs grab your pens or pounce 
on your typewriters to tell me how wonderful rail travel 
is, IT must remind you of the time factor (the only 
advantage air travel has) and also the fact that pas- 
senger rail service is almost non-existent, especially in 
the south. 
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My favorite way of travel? Canoe! Slow? You bet! 
Also very quiet. If you have never canoed, I recom- 
mend it. I’m not talking about some of the crazy white- 
water stuff Pve been known to do, but an afternoon 
paddle down a lazy river, across or around a lake. The 
first hour you'll work at keeping your canoe straight and 
learning what you can do with your paddle, the second 


hour you'll probably race with another canoe, real or 
imagined. Push yourself just to see what she'll do. 
Hopefully, by the third hour you'll tire and slow down. 
Now you should start to notice some other things. How 
quietly you can propel yourself, how this beautifully 
designed little boat cuts though the water, the beauti- 
ful action of your own muscles, the little whirlpools 
your paddle leaves behind in your wake, the reflections 
and patterns in the water, the sound of your own breath- 
ing, the silver drops of water from the paddles of the 
canoe in front of you, the peace and tranquility. By 
the fourth hour, muscles between your shoulder blades 
will start to tie themselves in knots, you'll start ago- 
nizing for the end. Your knees and legs will atrophy. 
You'll think of a hundred excuses to stop paddling for 
a few minutes. Your partner will look to see if you’re 
dragging an anchor. Finally you make it to your desti- 
nation. You'll drag your canoe ashore and collapse on 
the ground if no one is looking, but if there are other 
people around, you'll probably just jump ashore and 
stretch like you do this sort of thing every ajternoon. 


Then in the privacy of your car you'll collapse. Boy, 
that old bed is going to feel good tonight. 

But your reaction tomorrow is what I’m interested 
in. You’ll wake up stiff and sore. You might have some 
sunburn and a few bug bites. You'll gulp down your 
breakfast, jump in your car and fight the traffic. You'll 
get to work and you’ve got several irate customers or 
clients, the phone is trying to wear out its ringer, your 
boss is putting the pressure on, and there’s a line of 
salespeople waiting to tell you how cheap and wonder- 
{ul their products are. The kids are screaming, the pets 
are doing battle, your mother-in-law calls, the clothes 
dryer blows up, Marge wants you to bake a cake for 
the bazaar. And then right in the big middle of all 
this .... you get a short minute to remember yester- 
day, the sun on your arms, the breeze at your back, 
the effortless way that canoe slipped across the water, 
the taste of that clean air, the quiet sounds of the out- 
doors, that wonderfully peaceful, tired feeling when 
you were heading home. I hope when you get home 
that night after work, or after the kids are fed and put 
to bed, you'll dig the morning paper out of the trash 
and check the classified to see if there are any used 
canoes for sale. I hope that you find a good used canoe 
and show the rest of your family and friends the many 
pleasures of canoeing that only you and I know. 


Disposals 
()/) HAVE some excess equipment for which I 


| would like to find a good home. Prices are 
», 9) firm but I might consider a trade for some- 
lg WAZ thing. I might even be persuaded to deliver 
PAA?) the larger items within an eight hundred 
mile cadius of Little Rock if we can figure out at least 
one more excuse for me to visit your area. 
Vandercook UN-1, power ink rollers, 15 x 22 form 
$450. 
Imposing Table, 39 x 63, oak with cast iron top, 
$50. 
Imposing Table, 35 x 50, oak with 24 x 36 stone 
top, $50. 
Cabinet, enclosed metal, Keystone, with 28 Key- 
stone cases, 16 Hamilton cases, $480. 
Cabinet, enclosed wood, with 32 open cases, $100. 


TYPE 
Huxley Vertical, ATF no. 596, 24 pt., $9, 36 pt. 
$10. 
Kaufman Bold, Monotype, 18 pt., $7.50, 24 pt., 
$13.50. 
Flash, Monotype, 18, 24, 30, and 36 pt., $1.50 
per pound. 


Czarian, (Baltotype’s Lydian) 14, 18, 24, 30, and 
36 pt. $1.50 per pound. 

Card Light Litho, several, write if you’re inter- 
ested. 


Wish List 


3S ALWAYS, I’m still looking for type to 
buy. T’m looking for the unusual, the 
weird, or the ugly. For example, here 
are some faces still being sold by ATF 
during the 1940s that I would like to 
add to my collection: Camelot Oldstyle, 
Hollywood, Rosetti, Paramount, and Newport. There 
are also several faces which I have but would like to 
increase my holdings: ATF Goudy Oldstyle and Civilite, 
any kind of Bradley, and ATF Typo Roman. I am also 
interested in adding to my collection of foundry piece 
border, no Monotype border please. 

To those of you who don’t know me yet, I have the 
capability to purchase entire collections of type and 
small presses. I will even consider prearranging the 
purchase of your shop after your death, even if it does 
sound mercenary. I would prefer making major pur- 
chases within eight hundred miles of Little Rock, but 
would travel further for a significant collection. 

Equipment-wise, I need some full-size lower cases, 
metal fronts preferred but will accept wood fronts if 
in good condition, and quarter cases in any configura- 
tion except rule. I’m also interested in any table-top 
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and toy presses. 


Memorandum 


It’s come to my attention that several people are not 
aware of a common courtesy. When you are requesting 
information from someone, the least you could do would 
be to enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope along 
with your request. When I got into this hobby a couple 
of years ago, I was unaware of this courtesy myself. 


There was one person who answered hundreds of my 
questions, wrote reams of information, and generally 
but up with my ignorance, and seldom did I send a 
s.a.s.e. I don’t know how I can ever repay this person 
for all his kindnesses. Maybe this little reminderto my 
fellow ajayers will reduce my debt. It takes a lot of 
time to write letters, sometimes your questions even 
require research or photocopies. Most of us don’t mind 
sharing our information, but have a little consideration, 
don’t make us foot the bill for the postage too! 
1) > @<EE—-¢- 

Our major, morning paper here in Little Rock, the 
Arkansas Gazette has been bought out by Gannett. 
Gannett has been pumping thousands of dollars into 
new equipment for this paper and changing its looks. 
More color, graphics, and photos are beginning to make 
the Gazette look like her sister publication, USA Today. 
Five there any newspapers out there that don’t look like 


a comic book? 


Colophon 


This issue of the Leadstacker is dedicated to Ralph 
Babcock who absolutley loves decorative types used for 
body composition. Actually, this and all other issues of 
this publication are experiments. Your comments and 
criticisms are always welcome. Types used in this issue 
are Greeting Monotone, Pen Print Bold (soon to be 
re-released by Sterling Type Foundry), and Romantic 


was used on the heads. 


JOHN HORN 
7801 Westwood Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72204 
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